LORD CLJVJS                            CHAP.

march by one hundred and fifty French soldiers from
Pondicherry.
Rezza Sahib entered the city on October 3rd, and took
up his quarters in the palace of the Nawab.    The next day
dive made a vigorous sortie, and drove the French troops
from their guns; but he was unable to follow up his ad-
vantage, and was eventually obliged  to withdraw with
heavy loss.    On the 6th Murtaza Ali joined Rezza Sahib
with two thousand men, and completed the investment.
The siege that followed is one of the most remarkable
in history.    The fort was near the centre of the town,
and  more than  a mile  in circumference.      The  walls
were crumbling.    The  ramparts  were  too  narrow  for
guns in action*    The parapets were low and of peril-
ously weak profile.    The flanking towers were either in
ruins or so small that only one gun could be mounted
on each.    The fausse-braie was unfinished and had  no
parapet.    The wet ditch, nearly everywhere fordable,
was in places dry or choked with rubbish.     The  two
gateways, huge piles of masonry projecting forty feet
beyond the wall, were approached by solid causeways
that had no  drawbridges; and the houses, which ran
up to the foot of   the glacis^ gave excellent  cover to
sharpshooters within easy musket-shot of the ramparts.
Such was the place that Clive dared to defend with a
handful of men against an army of one hundred and
fifty Europeans, two thousand trained sepoys, three thou-
sand native cavalry and five thousand native footmen.
For seven long weeks the fort was girdled with fire :
from the adjoining houses came  a ceaseless rattle of
musketry, from the gun and mortar batteries an almost
continuous storm of shot and shell    Incautious exposure